
THE PARKS SCHOOL 

SEND INFORMATION REPORT 

 

We have a legal requirement to complete a SEND information report.  Our report will 

be updated annually to reflect changes and plans within the school. 

 

What is SEND and SEND support? 

SEND stands for Special Educational Needs and, or, a Disability. 

 

The Code of Practice 2014 states that:  

‘A student has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special 

educational provision, that is different from or additional to that normally available to 

children of the same age.’ 

 

Many children will have special educational needs of some kind during their 

education. Schools and other organisations can help most children overcome the 

barriers their difficulties present quickly and easily. A few children will need extra help 

for some or all of their time in school. 

 

What are the kinds of Special Educational Needs (SEND) for which provision is made 

at The Parks School? 

The Parks School is an 7.5 FTE special educational provision for very young children (2½ 

- 5 years old) with a wide range of identified additional needs (Autistic Spectrum 

Disorder, Speech, Language and Communication Needs, Severe Learning Difficulties, 

Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties, Multisensory Impairment, Visual 

Impairment or Hearing Impairment).  Children and young people with more than one 

area of difficulty may be described as having complex needs.   Children do not have 

to have an EHC plan to access The Parks School. Pupils are only admitted to the school 

via the SEND panel at Rutland County Council. 

 

Who are the best people to talk to at our school about my child’s difficulties with 

learning / SEND? 

The class teacher Anna Toal has responsibility for:  

 Checking on the progress of your child.  

 Identifying, planning and delivering a differentiated curriculum for your child in 

class as required. 

 Personalised teaching and learning for your child.  

 Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom.  

  

SENDCo :  Ms Kay Smith  

 

SEND Governors :  Caroline Abdul-Rahim and Mary Darlington. 

You can contact the SEND Governors via the school office. 

 

They are responsible for:  

• Developing and reviewing the school’s SEND Information report/ policy. 

• Co-ordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or 

disabilities.  

• Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring that all the SEND needs 

of children in the school are known) and making sure those records of your child’s 

progress and needs are kept up to date and are confidential. 



• Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school, so that they 

can help children with SEND in the school to achieve the best possible progress.  

  

They are also responsible for ensuring that you are:  

 Involved in supporting your child’s learning.  

 Kept informed about the support your child is receiving.  

 Involved in reviewing how your child is doing and liaising with all other agencies 

which may be involved with your child e.g. Educational Psychology, Social 

Care and Health Service. 

 

How do we consult with parents and involve them in their child’s education? 

On admission staff undertake a home visit and a nursery or pre-school visit to ascertain 

background information on the child before they start at The Parks School.  We also 

complete a comprehensive ‘Ourselves’ document with parents to ensure we have all 

relevant information to keep the children happy and safe at school. We welcome 

contact with parents either in person or via telephone or e-mail.  We know that 

children make the best progress when the school and parents work together. 

 

We maintain daily contact with parents via face-to-face contact at drop off and pick-

up and through the use of home-school diaries which parents are encouraged to 

complete.  If there is anything specific you would like to discuss please make a note 

in the home-school diary and the appropriate member of staff will contact you.  

 

Children’s progress is discussed weekly and informs curriculum planning for each child. 

Progress is formally reviewed at the end of each term and parents receive regular 

feedback about progress.  We will always contact parents if we are concerned about 

any aspect of a child’s welfare, progress or behaviour. 

 

We try to include parents as far as possible and provide the following opportunities for 

them to be involved:- 

 Home visits to complete “Ourselves” document prior to starting school 

 Meet the keyworker: an opportunity to review individual targets and view work 

the child is doing in 1:1 sessions. 

 Stay and Play sessions. 

 “Wow” books. 

 Sharing learning journeys through photo-stories. 

 Special assembly. 

 A planned programme of induction. 

 Tapestry evidence.  

 

 

How do we consult with children and involve them in their education? 

Our child-centred approach means that, where children are able to express their 

interests and preferences we can include these in our daily activities.  We also monitor 

children’s wellbeing and involvement when we make our learning observations. 

 

How do we assess and review pupils’ progress? 

Daily classroom observations are discussed briefly at the end of each day to consider 

the progress each child has made: this may lead to alterations or adaptions to the 

following days planning. Classroom observations are used in weekly planning 



meetings to ensure that the learning opportunities offered will enable each child to 

make further progress.  

 

Formal assessment takes place three times a year, at the end of the Autumn, Spring 

and Summer Terms. This progress is recorded and shared with parents if they wish. 

 

 

How are adaptations made to the curriculum and the learning environment? 

The children are taught by a team with experience across early years and special 

needs education. They share a wealth of training and undertake specific training as 

necessary to work with individual children.  All staff receive regular Safeguarding 

training. 

 

Children follow the EYFS Curriculum.  This will be highly differentiated and individualised 

to meet each child‟s needs and ensure progress from their starting point. In order to 

achieve this there is an initial emphasis on the prime areas of learning and all areas 

are taught through the characteristics of effective learning. We aim to enable all 

learners to communicate effectively and to promote independence, effectively 

manage their feelings and behaviour and to build positive and rewarding 

relationships with others. It is our overall ambition to enable the children to access the 

EYFS curriculum through the characteristics of effective learning and work towards 

achieving the early learning goals.  In doing this we aim for all children make excellent 

progress in relation to their individual starting points.  

 

We use a total communication system to support children’s learning and ability to 

communicate.  Staff have knowledge and skills in using signing, pictures and symbols 

to promote communication and interaction.  

 

The building is fully accessible with adaptations to provide effective personal care for 

pupils with disabilities.  If a child needs specialist equipment to access the curriculum, 

the school will liaise with the appropriate authorities (LA, NHS) to secure this. 

 

How do we evaluate the effectiveness of our work? 

There are many ways that we evaluate what we do in order to monitor effectiveness 

and determine any changes necessary. 

Some of the things we do are: 

 Informal observations of learning. 

 Monitor teachers’ planning. 

 Read comments made in home-school books. 

 Respond to comments made on parental questionnaires. 

 Invite external professionals into school (eg. Local Authority representatives, 

Educational Psychologists).  

  “SEND Champion” governors and SENDCo meet to review classroom practice 

and children’s progress. 

 

How will my child be supported through transitions? 

The school recognises that transitions can be difficult for children with SEND and their 

families and so take steps to ensure any transition is as smooth as possible.  

 Parents are invited to visit the school with their child before a place is agreed. 

 School staff will make arrangements for a home visit. 



 During this home visit parents are asked to complete an ‘Ourselves’ document 

to provide background information about the child’s interests, strengths and 

needs.  Parks staff visit nursery/pre-school settings to discuss the child’s interests, 

strengths and needs 

 The parks School works in partnership with parents to identify the next steps for 

children moving on from the school.  

      • If transitioning to another setting we will contact the school’s SENDCo and 

            ensure they know about any special arrangements and any support that  

            needs to be made for your child.  

      • All records about your child are securely passed on to the new school as soon  

            as possible. 

 

How do we include other professionals in supporting our families? 

We work closely with outside agencies and where appropriate follow their professional 

advice.  This may include:  

 

 Speech and Language Therapy. 

 Occupational Therapy. 

 Physiotherapy. 

 School Nurse. 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS). 

 Social Emotional Mental Health (SEMH) Specialist Teaching Service. 

 Social Care team. 

 Aiming High team. 

 SEND Independent Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS). 

 Teachers for visually or hearing impaired children.  

 

Voluntary Sector:- 

 Sunflowers pre-school group. 

 Rutland Rotaract Family Support Centre (RRFSC) 

 Rutland Parent Carer Voice (RPCV) 

 

For more information on any of these services, visit Rutland’s Local Offer at  

http://ris.rutland.gov.uk  

 

What is the Local Offer? 

The Local Offer has been created to provide a central point of contact to help 

parents of children with special educational needs to access the right services and 

support.  

 

Information about the Local Offer for Rutland is held on the Rutland Information 

Service website at http://ris.rutland.gov.uk or you can telephone Rutland County 

Council on 01572 722577. 

 

How do we handle complaints from parents? 

We welcome feedback from parents and will always try to resolve any worries or 

concerns as quickly as we can.  We all have the children’s best interests at heart and 

often find that an open and honest discussion results in a positive way forward for all 

concerned.  If, after doing this, you are still not satisfied then our Complaints Procedure 

clearly outlines what parents need to do to take a complaint further.  A copy of our 

Complaints Policy is available through the office or on our website. 

http://ris.rutland.gov.uk/
http://ris.rutland.gov.uk/

