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Chairs Welcome 

  

Dear parents and carers,  

As the summer term has now drawn to a close, and our thoughts turn to summer plans, I 
wanted to take a moment to reflect on what has been a very different school year. It 
certainly wasn't how I envisaged my first year as Chair of the Board of Governors to play out. 
It would be fair to say that the pandemic has disrupted or put on hold many of the plans we 
set out for this year, however it has also shown how quickly we can adapt and it has provided 
us with some interesting opportunities and experiences to learn from. 

The current situation can not detract from all of the success that the school has achieved. 
The governors are very proud that The Parks has been recognised as 'Outstanding' after its 
inspection earlier in the school year. Retaining an 'Outstanding' rating under the new Ofsted 
framework is a massive achievement and I would like to thank all of the staff, governors, 
parents and children who were involved during the two day inspection.  
I am also very pleased with the increased intake into foundation stage, which has led the 
school to require a second foundation stage class next year. As my youngest daughter will be 
one of those joining foundation stage next year; I had the privilege of attending our fantastic 
open days, provided for prospective new parents and seeing first hand the excellent provision 
we offer.  
Other notable achievements this year include the very strong progress and attainment results 
published in February, as well as the school receiving its ‘Route To Resilience’ accreditation. 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=857&geographic=la&for=primary&basedon=Overall%20performance&show=All%20pupils


This recognises the consistent effort the school puts into developing the character, resilience 
and emotional wellbeing of our children. 

Finally, I would like to say goodbye to all the children and families who have reached a huge 
milestone in their lives, leaving primary school. I thank you all for your contributions to the 
school community over the years and hope that you take away fond memories of your time at  
Oakham C of E school and The Parks school along with the knowledge and confidence to begin 
the next step of your learning journeys. 

I wish you all a relaxing and happy summer.  

Stewart Needham (Chair of the Board of Governors) 

The Schools Response To The Covid-19 Lockdown 

As you are probably aware, the government response to the pandemic often led to confusion 
in school settings. When guidance was provided it often lacked the clarity needed and left 
very little time for the schools to adequately prepare. We know that this resulted in a lot of 
concern and frustrations within the school community. The board of governors would like to 
thank all parents, carers and staff for your support and individual contributions in this regard.  
I would like to commend Mr Cox and the senior leadership team on how well they have 
managed the situation since March.  
Mr Cox, Mrs Barr, Mrs Piggot, Mrs Lesiakowski, Miss Smith & Mrs Sayer have provided great 
stability and guided both schools through very uncertain times. At the height of the response, 
Steve and I would speak once or twice a day, usually during his journey to or from school 
about the situation and I would often act as a sounding board for how we should proceed 
operationally.  
The Board of Governors has met regularly online to discuss and approve the proposals for how 
the school should proceed, assessing risk and ensuring that both schools are doing all they can 
given the specific resources and constraints of our schools.  

I wanted to let you all know that we are aware of the immense challenge and difficulties you 
all faced as parents, having to manage your working lives along side home schooling 
responsibilities. The governing board worked with the senior leadership team to define and 
oversee the home schooling strategy. It was collectively decided that we should provide a 
flexible provision that allows individual families to decide the best method of delivering 
homeschooling. Along side this providing a number of ways to access learning and the support 
of the teaching staff. From the overwhelmingly positive feedback we are happy that this was 
the best course of action given in the limited time available to prepare a remote learning 
provision.  



We are also pleased that the school has increased its offerings and responded to parental 
feedback throughout. This led to more tailored support, video messages and stories from the 
class teachers. We have gained some valuable insight from this and it is something that has 
influenced the longer term strategy of the governors in being able to support remote learning 
and having a stronger working relationship with parents. 

Keeping the school running over the past few months has been very challenging for all. I am 
aware that providing a continual provision for key worker families has meant disruption to 
staff holidays, in a lot of cases forgoing time off. It has put extra pressures on the office staff, 
cleaning & support staff. The governing board would like to thank everyone involved for their 
flexibility and dedication to providing a positive and safe environment for those in school. 
Many of whom, were also having to juggle their own home situations and caring 
responsibilities.  

The Boards Achievements For This Academic Year 

As a governing board, we quickly adapted to the pandemic, putting on hold most in-school 
activities and switching to virtual meetings and working groups. While it has has an impact on 
our ability to monitor some aspects of school life it hasn't really affected the goals we set out 
for the year. As with all of the school, I am very pleased with the progress we have made this 
year.  
Here is a brief summary of our main focuses and achievements over the past year: 

• Overseeing the selection and plans for our new curriculum design 
• Engaging in a comprehensive training programme 
• Overseeing the development of our new website which we aim go live in the first term 

of the new academic year. 
• Producing a draft proposal for a new school vision and strategic aims 
• Monitoring the key aspects of school 

I would like to thank Liz Needham from the board for all of her tireless efforts, working 
alongside Nigel Tyres and Jane Evans in ensuring our Health & Safety responsibilities are met 
and putting in place all of the updated processes while we have been in lockdown. 

Diane Wensley has continued to support, oversee and develop our exceptional safeguarding 
strategy. Working alongside Anna Barr to extend and adapt the procedures we have in place 
during lockdown to  ensure our children remain safe in education. 

Caroline Johnson, as the chair of our resources committee along side the other committee 
members, has continued to provide great support to Jane Evans in ensuring the school 
resources are deployed appropriately in line with the schools priorities and the planned levels 
of financial performance are achieved.  



I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our governors. Mary Darlington, Alex 
Gregory, Caroline Johnson, Nick Cooper, Ben Searle, Stephen Griffiths, Liz Needham, Caroline 
Abdul-Rahim, Karen Kibblewhite, Caroline Vandoros, Sharon Spencer, Diane Wensley, Kay 
Smith, Jane Evans & Stephen Cox, for all of their fantastic efforts throughout the year.     

As a reminder, the governing board provides strategic leadership and accountability in  
schools. It has three key functions:  

* Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction for the school.  

* Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent. 

* Holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its 
pupils.  

Board News and Updates 

This summer we say goodbye to one of our longest serving governors To Clark. Tor first joined 
the board in 2002, not long after his daughters became pupils at the school.  During his time 
on the board, Tor has seen the school through many changes, being a big part of the group 
who pitched for the new school building project and the joining together Oakham C of E 
Primary and the The Parks School as a federation. He has provided great support and guidance 
to the board and we wish him all the best for the future.  

I would also like to extend a big thank you to Louise Goodwin whose time with the governing 
board ended this year. Louise has been a fantastic staff governor and big advocate of sports 
alongside Ben Searle. Thank you for all of your efforts and commitment over the years Louise. 
We look forwards to welcoming new staff members onto the board in the near future.  

We Want To Hear From You… 

…The Governing Board at Oakham C of E Primary School & The Parks School are a very friendly 
bunch, so do say "hello" if you spot any of us. We often spend time in school, executing on our 
duties and helping at school events. We love talking about the school that we work so hard to 
support.  

The school is always looking to improve its practices and to ensure that the children at 
Oakham C of E Primary & The Parks School receive the best possible education and care. We 
kindly ask that you spare some time to tell us your views of our school by registering and 
completing Ofsted's online survey, Parent View. Parent View asks for your opinion on 12 
aspects of our school, including the progress made by your child, the quality of teaching, 
dealing with bullying and poor behaviour etc.  Once you have completed the survey, we can 
use your responses to improve the care and education that we currently provide for the 
children. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views 

Alternatively, you can email myself at chair@oakham-primary.rutland.sch.uk with feedback or 
ideas. We love to hear feedback from parents, carers & members of the community. These are 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views


often shared in our full governing body meetings and fed back to staff. Thank you to everyone 
who has provided feedback throughout this year, via the board, via Steve or through sharing 
your positive experiences with others in the community.  


