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Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very Merry Christmas to one and all! The question on everyone’s lips is: “Have 

you been good this year?”  I expect most of you have bought (online of course!) and 
wrapped all of your presents by now and are quietly hoping your children don’t have a 
last minute change of mind! All of the children have had a very Purposeful start to the 
school year and have Persevered with their learning so I’m sure Father Christmas will be 
generous!  Over the last two weeks, the children have been wearing their Christmas 
jumpers, just for fun, yes fun! It was lovely to see so many of them entering 
into the Christmas spirit by joining in. The number of children (and adults) 
who took part was commendable and so many different designs. Many 
thanks again to those who donated jumpers for others to wear, this was 
very kind.  I am sure you will agree that the children (and staff!) definitely 
now need the Christmas break to fully recharge their batteries and deserve 
a well-earned rest!  
 
I would like to personally thank all of the staff, Governors, and in particular, 
the children for making our school such an exciting place to learn and work in. I am confident that 

you will join me in thanking the staff for all working so incredibly hard for the children of our 
school. It is the Passion and Perseverance of everyone working together in partnership, for 
the benefit of our children, that makes Oakham Church of England Primary and The Parks 
School such a great place to come and learn. 
 

Headteacher’s Award Winners 
Many congratulations to our Term 2 Headteacher’s Award Winners.  These fantastic children 
epitomize all of our Christian and Learning Values.  They are excellent role models to the rest of the 
school and we are incredibly Proud to have them all as part of our whole school community. 
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Christmas Dinner  
Yesterday was ‘Christmas Dinner Day!’ Despite it all having to be a little different this year, we once 
again received rave reviews and all the empty containers and full tummies spoke for themselves! The 
kitchen served up a herculean 279 Christmas lunches! Yes 279! Many thanks to Mrs Evans and the 
office staff for co-ordinating the meals, and of course, our amazing kitchen team Sarah and Kat, led 
by our fantastic cook Emma for making it such a special event. There was Christmas music, lights and 
the children even received a hand-crafted Christmas cracker made by our amazing kitchen team. 

 
Class Christmas Performances  
As you know were unfortunately unable have our traditional ‘nativity’ this year which is a real shame.  
The nativity is such a special time and sharing the Christian story of Christmas is so important. 
However, the children still learnt about the Christmas story in class and all of the classes performed a 
Christmas poem, play or carol. If you have not had one already you should shortly 
receive a link on Class Dojo so that you can watch your child’s class performance.  It 
should play on your phone, but will be better on a tablet or computer.  As always we 
politely request that these are only viewed privately and not uploaded onto any form 
of social media. Hopefully you’ll agree that (certainly the younger children) still have 
the ‘cuteness and sparkle’ factor! 
 
House Competition 
After being very close all term between all the Houses, two have pulled away towards the end. HUGE 
Congratulations to everyone in the Purpose House for being our Term 2 WINNERS! The children from 
Passion House will need to virtually meet after half term to discuss their ideas for what to do for their 
House treat, which they will hopefully enjoy on Friday 8th January.    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

3093 Purpose 

2962 Passion 

2532 Pride 

2381 Perseverance   



   

PTA Update 
Thanks to the huge number of the families who have continued to support our PTA ‘virtually’ this 
term. Despite not being able to do some of their usual events they have Persevered and still 
managed to raise an impressive £882.50 through cake raffle £132.50, Christmas cards £400 and 
Christmas raffle £350. All of which would not have been possible without your support.  As a result, 
the PTA have paid for each class to have an advent calendar, for all the children to have access to an 

online Panto! (Oh no they haven’t!) and the end of term raffle prizes. As always massive thanks 
to all of the PTA members, (especially our chair Suzanne for her continued hard work and 
dedication). If you would like to find out more about how you can support your child and the school 
please contact Suzanne on pta@oakham-primary.rutland.sch.uk or Facebook PTA Oakham CofE. 
 
Sharing Worship with Parents 
Unfortunately, it still does not look like we will be able to have whole school worship or whole school 
worship with parents any time soon. Therefore, we are going to continue to share these important 
experiences virtually.  In order to keep it fair for all parents we will be ensuring that over the year all 
classes will either lead a service or perform a class worship, which then will be shared with all of the 
children in school and the parents of the classes involved via a link. Whilst it is subject to change, 
please see the proposed plan below:  
 

Year Group/Classes Link to be sent to parents/carers. 

The Badgers- Class Worship 27/01/21 

Year 1 Miss Madden - Class Worship 10/02/21 

Year 2 Mrs Wade - Class Worship 10/03/21 

All Year 3/4  Classes - Easter Service 01/04/21 

Both Foundation Stage Classes - Class Worship  05/05/21 

Year 6 Mrs Maxwell - Class Worship 18/06/21 

Year 6 Classes Leavers’ song  22/07/21 

 
Attendance 
As you know, we are Passionate about high attendance with the Purpose being a clear link to 
progress in learning.  We firmly believe that regular attendance is vital for the children to be 
successful both academically and socially.  If anyone is being brave enough to book a holiday at 
the moment, the term dates for both this and next school year are included in this newsletter. 
Many thanks to Mrs Evans, Mrs Baker and Mrs Hodgkin who work tirelessly in supporting both you 
and the school with attendance for the best interests of the children.  The children are always excited 
to hear who our weekly ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were.  Many congratulations to Mrs Wade’s, Mrs 
Maxwell’s & Mrs Lesiakowski/Patel’s classes who were this week’s winners!  Mrs Wade’s and Mrs 
Piggot’s classes were delighted to be announced as the overall ‘Term 2 Attendance Winners!’ both 
for the second time this year! They will enjoy a non-uniform day on Friday 8th January as their 
reward.    
 
Term Dates 
2020-2021 Term Dates: Children back Tue 5th Jan 2021. Half-term 15th – 19th Feb. Children back Mon 22nd. 
Term 4 ends Thu 1st Apr 2021.  Children back Mon 19th Apr 2021. Half-term 31st May – 4th Jun. Children back 
Mon 7th Jun. Term 6 ends Thu 22nd July 2021. 
 
2021-2022 Term Dates: Children back Weds 1st Sept 2021. Half-term 19th Oct– 30th Oct. Children back Mon 1st 
Nov. Term 2 ends Fri 17th Dec 2021.  Children back Tue 4th Jan 2022. Half-term 14th – 18th Feb. Children back 
Mon 21st Feb. Term 4 ends Fri 1st Apr 2022.  Children back Tue 19th Apr 2022. Half-term 30th May – 3rd Jun. 
Children back Mon 6th Jun. Term 6 ends Fri 22nd July 2022. 



   

 

Everyone is a Learner 
As you know we place a huge significance on the children being learners in school, but this does not 
stop with them.  As a staff, we continually strive to improve ourselves and acquire new skills and 
knowledge in order to further improve our school.  Huge congratulations to both Becky Newman (The 
Parks School) & Miss James (Foundation Stage) who found out recently that they have successfully 
completed their Level 2 qualification as Early Years  Practitioners.  Many congratulations also to Mrs 
Bingham and Mrs Collins who also successfully completed their Level 3 qualification in Supporting 
Teaching and Learning recently.   
 
Earlier on in the year Miss Partridge and Mrs Wade both successfully completed and passed their 
National Professional Qualification for Middle Leadership (NPQML), whilst Mrs Barr completed the 
National Professional Qualification for Senior Leadership (NPQSL). They all worked incredibly hard 
and had to complete online learning modules, face-to-face days, assignments and a major project 
focused on improving outcomes for our children. These are DfE and National College accredited 
qualifications and I am sure you will all join me in congratulating them all for such significant 
achievements!  
 
Holiday Homework 
The staff have not set any specific homework that has to be completed over the Christmas break. 
However, for those of you who wish to continue to support your child’s learning over the break you 
can continue to regularly read with your child and/or practise their times tables. Reading regularly 
with your child at home is SOOOOOOOO IMPORTANT in their learning journey.  It is JUST as 
IMPORTANT for this to continue to happen in Years 5 and 6, as it is for those lower down the 
school who are still just learning to read.  Please remember that being able to read the words does 
not make your child a great reader.  They need to be able to read fluently at speed, taking note of the 
punctuation and be able to understand and infer meaning in what they have read. This is why 
listening to them read and talking to them about their book is so important. Times Tables, times 
tables, times tables! – Please continue to use the online resources TTRockstars or Numbots to 
support your child to regularly practise their tables. Both TTRockstars and Numbots are particularly 
effective and engaging platforms for this.  The staff have already planned some exciting learning 
journeys for next term and will share these and the associated Knowledge Organisers with you soon 
via Class Dojo. 
  
Spelling Frame & Sir Linkalot 
In the New Year, we will be introducing ‘Spelling Frame’ which for those of you who haven't yet seen 
it is like a 'MyMaths' for Spelling. The plan is for staff to have it all set up for the start of Term 3 so 
that we can use it with the children in school for the first two weeks of term, while they still have a 
Dojo/paper copy for their spelling words.  Then from the third week, we will send home their 
personal logins and go live with the 'Spelling Frame' homework.  
 
In addition to the more formal and structured Spelling Frame package we are also purchasing the Sir 
Linkalot package. This is a completely different approach and is designed to support the spelling of 
non-decodable words (words which cannot be sounded out).  Countdown's Susie Dent is also on the 
app as 'Lady Lexicographer' who reveals the origin of words that have an interesting story to tell. 
We will write to you about this in more detail after Christmas.  
 

 

 



   

Celebrating Awards & Achievements 
Congratulations to all of our Friday worship winners. Due to the current class bubble system we 
have been unable to group the winners of each award together and have had to take a photo of 
the class winners. Therefore, please find all of the Readers of the Week, Maths Super Power, Writing 
Wonder Wall and Star of the Week winners from Term 2.  There is certainly a lot of them and what 
an awesome bunch they are! 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 



   

 

 
 
Uniform 
Huge thanks to you all for continuing to fully support our drive on ensuring school uniform is worn by 
all children. I expect all children to be dressed appropriately with their shirts tucked in and wearing 
black shoes in school. As the weather changes, the children can wear boots to school and at 
breaktimes (as they currently do with trainers) but they are expected to change into their school 
shoes for inside school. In my experience, if the children take pride in their appearance then they 
take pride in their learning and the school environment as a whole. There are also a small number of 
children arriving at school without coats and jumpers. Please make sure, particularly in the freezing 
weather we are likely to have in Term 3, that the children are appropriately clothed. We have always 
greatly appreciated your support with uniform and we need this to continue. 
 
Prospective Parents’ School Video 
Do you know any families with children who will be starting school in September 2021? The deadline 
of 15th January for applications is fast approaching. We have been busy compiling a fabulous 
‘prospective parent video’ which we believe captures our school and its wonderful children so well.  
When finished, we will share it with you, but we also want to share it far and wide to any parents 
who are making that difficult decision about where to send their child to school. Therefore, if you 
know anyone who may be interested in viewing it or even talking to us about starting school next 
September please ask them to e-mail Mrs Evans at: jevans@oakham-primary.rutland.sch.uk   
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Exciting News!  
I am delighted to inform you that Mrs Goodwin is pregnant! I am sure you will all join me in 
congratulating her and her husband on this exciting news. She is due around the middle of May and is 
currently planning to be with us until May bank holiday.  Therefore, we have plenty of time to 
organise how we will cover her and will write to the parents in her class about this closer to the time.    
 
Effective Homeschool Communication 

Please remember you can get a great overview of all that is going on by looking at the posts on 
Class Dojo.  So far the feedback about Class Dojo has been incredibly positive, please continue 
to share your thoughts on this with us. Other great sources of key information are the termly 
newsletters, the fabulous new school website www.oakhamcofeprimary.co.uk or following us 

on Twitter @Oakhamceprimary.     
 
Finally 
I am not sure if it is actually possible for the year ahead to be as unusual or as action packed as the 
one that is passing, let’s all certainly hope not! We are always looking to develop and improve our 
school and we are keen to hear any feedback that will positively shape our way forward. By school, 
parents, the Church and the wider community working in partnership together our children will 
thrive in school and leave our school as PERSEVERING and inquisitive learners with happy, positive 
memories and the social, emotional and academic skills they need for the journey ahead.  
 
I finish by wishing that everyone has a very ‘Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.’ Please keep the 
whole school community in your thoughts and prayers over this important time of year. Here’s to a 
happy, safe and positive 2021 for our school and all our children and families! 
 
Best wishes, 
Ho, ho, ho!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Steve Cox 
Executive Headteacher 
Oakham Church of England Primary & The Parks School   
 

Our Vision: In loving Christian Fellowship we equip everyone to have a Passion for life and learning.  To have 
Pride in our local community and be Thankful for all the parts which make us whole. Building Hope and 

resilience to Persevere and develop a sense of Humility and Purpose in our lives. 

 

 

http://www.oakhamcofeprimary.co.uk/

