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Passion, Pride, Perseverance & Purpose
Burley Road Oakham Rutland LE15 6GY
Phone: (01572) 722404 Fax: (01572) 724337 E.Mail: office@oakham-primary.rutland.sch.uk
www.oakham-primary.rutland.sch.uk
Executive Headteacher: Mr Steve Cox
End of Term 1 Newsletter
Friday 16th October 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
I cannot believe that we are already at the end Term 1. We are now well into our new routines and
the ‘new normal’ is rapidly becoming our ‘normal!’ After such an incredibly busy and successful term
both staff and children are certainly ready for a well-earned rest! Please remember you can get a
great overview of all which is going on by reading the newsletters or by following us on Twitter
either through the school website www.oakhamcofeprimary.co.uk or @Oakhamceprimary
on Twitter. Hopefully, Term 2 will see the start of our Dojo journey as a tool to further
improve communication and the sharing of learning.
However, it is important that we do not get complacent so please make sure that we all remain extra
vigilant with all of our safety/prevention measures. These are to keep all staff, children and all our
families as safe as possible during these strange times. After an initial settling period we have
received some incredibly positive feedback about our returning to school information and new
procedures. Your feedback to staff during parents evening appointments about how happy your
children are to be back and how much they are enjoying their learning was heartening after such
hard work from everyone. As most of this was during conversation I would really appreciate it if
you would spend just 2mins completing the short survey below so that we have this positivity
recorded.
October 2020 Parental Questionnaire (Click link)

Headteacher’s Award Winners
Many congratulations to our Term 1 Headteacher’s Award Winners. These
fantastic children epitomize all of our Christian and Learning Values. They are
excellent role models to the rest of the school and we are incredibly Proud to have
them all as part of our whole school community.

House Competition
This year the House Captain candidates produced a 2 minute election video to convince their peers
to vote for them. The quality of the videos were amazing! The House Captain votes are all in and
have been officially counted and adjudicated. Most House votes were incredibly close with all
candidates registering some votes. Many thanks to all those who took the time to enter. Below are
our new House Captains for this year, I am sure you'll all join me in congratulating them.

HUGE Congratulations to everyone in the Passion House for
being our Term 1 WINNERS! The children from Passion House
will need to virtually meet after half term to discuss their ideas
for what to do for their House treat which they will hopefully
enjoy on Friday 6th November.
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Term Dates
2020-2021 Term Dates: Children back Tues 1st Sept 2020. Half-term 19th Oct– 30th Oct. Children back
Mon 2nd Nov. Term 2 ends Fri 18th Dec 2020. Children back Tue 5th Jan 2021. Half-term 15th – 19th
Feb. Children back Mon 22nd. Term 4 ends Thu 1st Apr 2021. Children back Mon 19th Apr 2021. Halfterm 31st May – 4th Jun. Children back Mon 7th Jun. Term 6 ends Thu 22nd July 2021.
2021-2022 Term Dates: Children back Weds 1st Sept 2021. Half-term 19th Oct– 30th Oct. Children
back Mon 1st Nov. Term 2 ends Fri 17th Dec 2021. Children back Tue 4th Jan 2022. Half-term 14th –
18th Feb. Children back Mon 21st Feb. Term 4 ends Fri 1st Apr 2022. Children back Tue 19th Apr 2022.
Half-term 30th May – 3rd Jun. Children back Mon 6th Jun. Term 6 ends Fri 22nd July 2022.

Year 5 Harvest Service
Traditionally at this time of year, we would have held our Harvest
Service in All Saints Church in Oakham. This year, due to current
restrictions, the Harvest Service was organised a little differently. The
children in Year 5 worked incredibly hard to prepare our first ever
‘virtual’ Harvest Service. All of the children in school watched the
service in their classrooms this week and it included singing, sharing
artwork, reading poems and leading prayers. It also gave us an
opportunity to thank those who make a contribution in bringing food
to our table. The service was planned and led by our fantastic Year 5
children, with a little help from their teachers and our tech maestro Mr Hammond. The number of
donations for the Rutland Foodbank, given the current climate, was incredibly generous. Many
thanks for supporting such a vital local charity.
Sharing Worship with Parents
The feedback we have already received from Year 5 parents is that they thoroughly enjoyed the
virtual Harvest Service. Unfortunately, it does not look like we will be able to have whole school
worship or whole school worship with parents any time soon. Therefore, we are going to continue to
share these important experiences virtually. In order to keep it fair for all parents we will be
ensuring that over the year all classes will either lead a service or perform a class worship, which
then will be shared with all of the children in school and the parents of the classes involved via a link.
Whilst it is subject to change, please see the proposed plan below:
Year Group/Classes
Year 6 Miss Partridge - Class Worship
Christmas: All classes perform a festive song or poem.
The Badgers- Class Worship
Year 1 Miss Madden - Class Worship
Year 2 Mrs Wade - Class Worship
All Year 3/4 Classes - Easter Service
Both Foundation Stage Classes - Class Worship
Year 6 Mrs Maxwell - Class Worship
Year 6 Classes Leavers’ song

Link to be sent to parents/carers.
18/11/20
18/12/20
27/01/21
10/02/21
10/03/21
01/04/21
05/05/21
18/06/21
22/07/21

Attendance
As you know, we are Passionate about high attendance with the Purpose being a clear link to
progress in learning. We firmly believe that regular attendance is vital for the children to be
successful both academically and socially. Please remember that as a school we have to report
unauthorised absences to the Local Authority (LA) who may decide to issue penalty notices. For
your information this is a legal process led by the Local Authority, not the school, and any funds
raised from fines does NOT come into school. If anyone is being brave enough to book a holiday at
the moment the term dates for both this and next school year are included in this newsletter. Many
thanks to Mrs Evans, Mrs Baker and Mrs Hodgkin who have once again worked tirelessly in
supporting both you and the school with attendance for the best interests of the children. Please
also remember that if your child is absent due to illness you are required to contact the school
office before 9:00am on each and every day of absence, (the only exception to this is if we are
already aware that your child is self-isolating). The children are always excited to hear who our
weekly ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were. Many congratulations to Miss Madden& Mrs Piggot’s
classes who were this week’s winners! Mrs Wade’s and Mrs Piggot’s classes were delighted to be
announced as the overall ‘Term 1 Attendance Winners!’ They will enjoy a non-uniform day on
Friday 6th November as their reward.

Celebrating Awards & Achievements
Congratulations to all of our Friday worship winners. Due to the current class bubble system we have
been unable to group the winners of each award together and have had to take a photo of the class
winners. Therefore, please find all of the Readers of the Week, Maths Super Power, Writing
Wonder Wall and Star of the Week winners from Term 1. What an awesome bunch they are!

Continuing to learn over halferm
Reading, reading, reading, reading and more reading! Reading regularly with your child at home is
SOOOOOOOO IMPORTANT in their learning journey. It is JUST as IMPORTANT for this to continue
to happen in Years 5 and 6, as it is for those lower down the school who are still just learning to
read. Please remember that being able to read the words does not make your child a great reader.
They need to be able to read fluently at speed, taking note of the punctuation and be able to
understand and infer meaning in what they have read. This is why listening to them read and talking
to them about their book is so important.
Times Tables, times tables, times tables! – Please continue to use the online resources TTRockstars
or Numbots to support your child to regularly practise their tables. Both TTRockstars and Numbots
are particularly effective and engaging platforms for this.
World Mental Health Awareness Day
Last Friday, we asked the school community to wear something
BRIGHT in support of ‘World Mental Health Awareness Day’ as we
embraced the theme ’mental health for all.’ The children learned
about ways in which we can help to keep our brains and bodies
healthy. Miss Partridge was the driving force behind the day and we
thank her and all others involved their efforts. Miss Partridge said: “During World Mental Health
Day, we learnt all about how mental health problems can present themselves, that mental health
problems aren’t always visible, why it is important to take care of our mental health and what we can
do to help others and ourselves. We held discussions about techniques we could use to keep our body
and mind healthy. Each year group completed a different task based around emotions and how we
can express and detect them.” We really value the professional development of our staff in school
and in recent months, a high proportion of staff have engaged in Mental Health First
Aid training which is accredited by Mental Health First Aid England. The Purpose was
to show support and highlight the importance of mental wellbeing. We were delighted
to see so many children, staff and parents sporting something BRIGHT. For more
information
or
advice
you
could
visit:
www.youngminds.org.uk
or
https://www.annafreud.org/media/11459/7waysanxiety.pdf

Exciting News!
I am delighted to inform you that Mrs Bent is pregnant! I am sure you will all join me in
congratulating her and her husband on this exciting news. The big question is will her son Milo be
getting a brother or sister? Her due date is in April so we have plenty of time to organise how we will
cover her and will write to the parents in her class about this closer to the time.

Poppy Appeal
Each year we support the Poppy Appeal by the House Captains selling various different poppy
related things in each of the classes. Obviously, this year we will not be able to do this, but as it is
such an important cause we have decided to still have the poppy appeal things delivered to school.
We will then sell them outside the exit to the large hall each night during the first week back (or until
we sell out). We will not be handling any money and all donations will need to be placed straight into
the collecting jar.
Parental Feedback
As mentioned on the first page we would be really grateful if you would spare a few minutes to
complete the parental questionnaire by clicking the link below. In a bid to increase the number of
returns we receive we are making it an inter-house competition to see which ‘House team’ returns
the most questionnaire responses. As always your support with this is much appreciated.
October 2020 Parental Questionnaire (Click link)

Finally
I would like to finish by personally thanking all of the children and staff for working so incredibly hard
throughout this very different first term of the year. I don’t think any of us were sure how it was
going to pan out, but overall it has been incredibly successful. It is only by everyone working in
partnership together, for the best interests of our children, that we continue to move the school
forward in these difficult times. I wish everyone a relaxing and thoroughly enjoyable half term break,
make sure you all rest up and charge those batteries as there’s a lot more learning to be experienced
in Term 2!
Best wishes,

Steve Cox
Executive Headteacher
Oakham Church of England Primary & The Parks School

Our Vision: In loving Christian Fellowship we equip everyone to have a Passion for life and learning.
To have Pride in our local community and be Thankful for all the parts which make us whole. Building
Hope and resilience to Persevere and develop a sense of Humility and Purpose in our lives.

