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End of Term Newsletter 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
As we come to the end of the most unusual, challenging and difficult school year for everyone, I 
would like to take this opportunity to provide you with a few updates.  It is tempting to believe that 
we closed on March 20th and that we only completed two thirds of the school year, but that just isn’t 
true. Although we closed to most pupils, we have been open throughout the pandemic, even during 
the Easter and May halfterm holidays. We have continued to support some of our most vulnerable 
and key worker children and all of those who have been learning at home. We are Proud to have had 
over 200+ children in school at some point over the last six weeks. Like everyone else, we have had 
to be flexible and to adjust what we do. At times this has been very challenging as what has been 
expected from schools has been more than ever before.  

 
There have however, been lots of positives that have come out of this period. One of the best things 
has been that I think it has strengthened our relationship with many parents at the school. I know 
that some of you have come to realise just how hard it is to teach children! It has been brilliant to 
receive so many kind messages via email, twitter and in person acknowledging how positively we 
have handled this awful situation.  We may not have got it right at every step of the way, but I am 
Proud of how we have risen to the challenge of this period. From the teacher videos, to the staff 
‘Count on Me’ video and the keeping in touch phone calls – all staff have been happy to go that extra 
mile. We do this because we want the best for your children and we wanted them to still feel very 
much part of the OCE & Parks family. 
 
Arrangements for September  
I sent out a letter at the end of last week detailing the arrangements for our start back in September, 
please refer to this if you have any questions.  Obviously this could change over the summer in light 
of any new Government announcements, but we will keep you informed as quickly as we possibly 
can.  We all long for a return to normal life and normal schooling but, until then, we have to do our 
best to make the situation work safely and effectively for us all. Being able to have all children back 
in school from September is a big step on the way to being ‘normal’ but we will still have to maintain 
some of the restrictions in place from this summer term. We are very much aware that staggered 
start and end of school times are not ideal and do result in delays to the start of your day as well as 
some impact on the end of the day too, but they are an unavoidable part of the procedures we are 
still required to have in place for the safety of all.   
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We are aware that some children may need more support from September as they may not have 
fully accessed the home learning for a variety of different reasons, but we are also aware that some 
children will have made good progress during the closure and accessing the work provided.  Most 
importantly, our initial focus when we return as a whole school in September, is to support all 
children with their emotional and social wellbeing following their experiences in this difficult time.  
 
Please do not worry, whilst many have missed a considerable number of weeks of schooling looking 
at this over a child’s full learning journey in our school and then secondary schools, catching up on 
this over time is achievable with the correct and most appropriate support in place.  We have always 
worked closely with parents and we acknowledge and appreciate the support you offer to your 
children and to our school. This close working partnership (socially distanced for the moment!) is one 
of the many positives and strengths of our school and by maintaining this next year and beyond, we 
will work together to help support and move your child’s learning forwards.  
 
 
Farewell Year 6 
We said goodbye to our Year 6 children 
over the last two days and although it was 
not the end of year we had planned back 
in September, they certainly went out in 
style!  
 
Thanks to the hard work and careful 
planning of school staff and the PTA 
(particularly Suzanne) they were able to 
enjoy a quiz, a disco, a leavers’ video, 
hoodies, some individual party food and 
an escape room experience! (All socially 
distanced of course!) We hope that this 
enabled them to leave with positive 
memories of their time at our school.   
 
I would like to wish all of our Year 6 
children the very best for their futures 
and for starting their new secondary 
schools in September. Although they 
haven’t completed a normal final year, we 
are confident they move on with skills, 
talents and ability to do well, make great 
progress and continue their education 
successfully. Thanks for being a great Year 
6 group!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

September Staffing  
As is often the case for each new school year, there are always a few staff members who move year 
groups. Please see the table below to see where all the teaching staff will be from September.  We 
are delighted to welcome Mrs Catherine Tomson, Mrs Rachael Jaques and Mr Lee Sapstead to our 
fabulous support staff team.  I am confident that they are all great appointments and will add real 
value to the children of our school.  We are saying goodbye to Mr Lane who has been working with 
our premises team for the last 5 months.  With all of the enhanced cleaning and new procedures this 
has been a very busy time for the premises team and Mr Lane has done a great job. We thank him 
for his hard work and dedication to our school during this period. In his place we welcome Mr Kemp 
as our new Premises Assistant to work along our excellent Premises Officer Mr Tyers.   
  
Class Class names Teachers  

FS  Butterflies  Mrs Sayer & Miss Jones 

FS/Y1 Ladybirds Mrs Sayer & Mrs Marples 

Y1/2  Foxgloves Miss Madden 

Y2 Bluebells Mrs Wade 

Y3/4 Otters Mrs Goodwin 

Y3/4 Hedgehogs  Mr McCulloch 

Y4 Squirrels Mrs Piggot 

Y5 Eagles  Mrs Falconer & Mrs Bent  

Y5 Ospreys Mrs Lesiakowski & Mrs Patel 

Y6 Kestrels  Mrs Maxwell 

Y6 Barn Owls Miss Partridge 

DSP Badgers Miss Lohan, Mrs Cook & Mrs Arscott 

Parks Rocky & Poppy Mrs Toal & Mrs Mozley  

 
SATs/Assessment Results  
With the impact of Covid-19 there are no SATs/Assessment results to report on for this academic 
year.  
 
2020-2021 Term Dates: Children back Tues 1st Sept 2020. Half-term 19th Oct– 2nd Nov. Term 2 ends 
Fri 18th Dec 2020.  Children back Tue 5th Jan 2021. Half-term 15th – 19th Feb. Term 4 ends Thu 1st Apr 
2021.  Children back Mon 19th Apr 2021. Half-term 31st May – 4th Jun. Term 6 ends Thu 22nd July 
2021. 
 
Follow us on Twitter 
Please remember you can get a great overview of all which is going on by following us on Twitter 
either through the link on the school website www.oakham-primary.rutland.sch.uk or 
@Oakhamceprimary on Twitter.  
 
And Finally… 
There has been some mixed media coverage of schools over the last few months. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank every single member of our school staff and Governors for making our 
school and our systems work. Without exception, every member of staff has stepped up and taken 
on the challenges which have been thrown at us, many at incredibly short notice; nobody has 
refused or objected, in fact, quite the opposite. Each and every individual brings something different 
to our school and that is what makes us such a formidable team.  We have met every deadline and 
dealt with every situation which has come up, some planned and many unexpected. Our children 
have continued to receive and access work, activities and tasks to keep their learning as ‘on track’ 
with our curriculum plan as possible. Our staff have ensured they have remained available and 
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responded to requests for help, support, guidance and sometimes, just to offer reassurance or being 
available for someone to talk to. In the 5 years I have now been Headteacher at our schools, it never 
ceases to amaze me how brilliant our staff team are. I know not everyone may agree with me, but I 
know you don’t get this in every school! Whilst I fully acknowledge we aren’t perfect – we certainly 
always Persevere and do our best! 
 
I wish you all an enjoyable summer and thank you for your continued help and support which 
contributes to our school’s successes, strengths, reputation and togetherness. To those of you who 
have children leaving at the end of this term, an extra special ‘thank you’ & good-bye and our best 
wishes to you and your children for the future. Please continue to take good care and we look 
forward to welcoming all of our children back in September.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr S Cox 
Executive Headteacher  
 
 

 


